ZHIFAN ”LESLEY" ZHANG lesleyzhang@psu.edu

401B SWLAB, 137 Fischer Rd., University Park, PA

EDUCATION

PUBLICATIONS

CONFERENCES

RESEARCH
EXPERIENCES

Pennsylvania State University State College, PA
Dual Title Ph.D. in Political Science and Social Data Analytics Expected 2029
® Major in Comparative Politics, Minor in Methodology
® Research Interests: Repression, Social Movement, Authoritarianism

George Washington University Washington, D.C.
M.A. in Asian Studies 2023

® Thesis: “Propaganda among Comments: How the Chinese Government Influences
Public Opinion with Astroturfers,” supervised by Dr. Bruce Dickson

Franklin & Marshall College Lancaster, PA
B.A. in Mathematics & B.A. in Government (with honors) 2021

. Kobayashi, Tetsuro, Zhifan Zhang, and Ling Liu. 2024. “Is Partisan Selective Exposure
an American Peculiarity? A Comparative Study of News Browsing Behavior in the United
States, Japan, and Hong Kong.” Communication Research.
https://doi.org/10.1177/00936502241289109.

. Kobayashi, Tetsuro (Presenter), Zhifan Zhang, and Ling Liu. 2023. “Is Partisan Selective
Exposure an American Peculiarity? A Comparative Study of News Browsing Behavior in
the United States, Japan, and Hong Kong.” Presented at International Communication
Association, Toronto, Canada, May 2023.

. Kobayashi, Tetsuro (Presenter), Zhifan Zhang, and Ling Liu. 2023. “Cognitive Disso-
nance Explains Selective Exposure in the US but Not in East Asia.” Presented at Precon-
ference of International Communication Association, Toronto, Canada, May 2023.

. Zhang, Zhifan. 2021. “Protest in Newspapers: Discrepancies in Reporting the 2019-
20 Hong Kong Movement between Mainland and Hong Kong.” Presented at Midwest
Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 2021.

Research Assistant 2025 - 2026
Professor Roseanne McManus, Pennsylvania State University

Research Assistant 2025
Professor Cyanne Loyle, Pennsylvania State University

Research Assistant 2025
Professor Joseph Wright, Pennsylvania State University

Research Assistant 2022 - 2024
Professor Tetsuro Kobayashi, Waseda University

Research Specialist 2023 - 2024
Coase-Sandor Institute for Law and Economics, University of Chicago

Research Assistant 2023
Dr. Fred Gui, Center for Effective Lawmaking, University of Virginia

Research Assistant 2022 -2023

Professor Jonathan Abel, Asia Program, Wilson Center
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TEACHING Teaching Assistant 2024

EXPERIENCE Political Science 14: International Relations
AWARDS AND  Paterno Graduate Fellowship 2027
FUNDINGS Department of Political Science, Pennsylvania State University

First Year Summer Funding Award 2024

Department of Political Science, Pennsylvania State University

Graduate Fellowship 2021 -2023
Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University

Comparative Politics Achievement Award 2021
Department of Government, Franklin & Marshall College

SKILLS Languages: Mandarin (native), Cantonese (proficient), French (intermediate), Japanese (in-
termediate)

Programming & Software: R, SQL, Python, Tableau, SPSS, STATA, IATEX



